
HIGHLEY PARISH COUNCIL
An Ordinary meeting of Highley Parish Council was held on Tuesday 1st November 2016 at 7pm at the Severn Centre, Highley.
Present:  Cllr. Martin Brooks – Chair, Cllrs. D.Tremellen, R.Honeybourne, A.Honeybourne. J.Marshall, R.Broome, N.Barker, A.Maiden, D.Bache, T.Holford D.Thakrar,  
Shropshire Councillor: D.Tremellen. 
Clerk: Mrs.E.Preston
00 Parishioners Time –.No comments
Declaration of Pecuniary interests: Declaration of any disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter to be discussed at the meeting. Members are reminded that they are required to leave the room during the discussion and voting on matters in which they have a disclosable pecuniary interest, whether or not the interest is entered in the register of member’s interest maintained by the monitoring officer.
01. Apologies – received Cllr.J.Law, M.Phipson - Personal, Cllrs. S.Askey, and D.Bayley – work commitments.  RESOLVED to accept apologies.
02. To confirm minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2016 - RESOLVED that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record.  Acting Chair signed the minutes.
03. Matters arising from minutes: 
3.1. Road Safety Schemes – Ashleigh Gardens Crossing and 20MPH Speed Limit on Redstone Drive – Awaiting start details from Shropshire Council. 

2 Castle Inn –Shropshire Council has issued a Dangerous Structure Section 77 notice .The boarding up of all the accessible windows and doors had now been carried out  
3.3. Highley Pool Refurbishment –.  Donation of £527.56 received from Mr.  & Mrs.Flatley.  LEADER to be discussed as an agenda item. 
3.4. Flowers Displays – Meeting to be held Wednesday 2nd November 2016.

3.5. Bus Shelters – One Bus Shelter still to be installed in Village Centre.   

3.6. Churchyard – Meeting arranged for Tuesday 5th November. 
04. Correspondence
4.1. Citizens Advice Bureau – AGM – Wednesday 23rd November at University Centre Shrewsbury. 

4.2. Shropshire Council – Health and Wellbeing E-News

4.3. Severn Valley Country Park – Bulletin

4.4. SALC – Change of date for the Town and Parish Council Forum – Tuesday 24th November 2016.

4.5. SALC – Update on Council Tax Referendum 

4.6. Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal process – Planning policy Team – Shropshire Council. 

4.7. Healthwatch Shropshire – Annual Event 2016 – Thursday 3rd November 2 – 4.30pm at the Guildhall Shrewsbury. 

4.8. Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service Women’s Firefighter Taster Day – Albrighton Fire Station 12th November 2016

4.9. – Rural Service Network – Newsletter

5.0 – Technical Services – Quotation for CCTV – AGENDA next meeting. 

5.1. - Letter received from the Residents of Highley regard concerns at the height of the trees that are growing in the rear gardens of Wyre Close, blocking out the light in the back gardens in Clee view. 

5.2. – SALC – AGM – 19th November at Dawley Town Hal – Cllr.Tremellen to attend. 

5.3. – Health Watch – End of Life Care – asking for people who would be willing to share their experiences. 

5.4. – Carlo Albertini – Graduate Land Buyer for West Leigh Partnerships Ltd – wrote to the Parish Council to ask them if they would be interested in adopting the green space area between the lands off Netherton Lane.  He stated that due to the previous use of the land for landfill they would be unable to use it for development. RESOLVED that the Parish Council write to West Leigh Partnerships stating that they were not interested in adopting the green space but give them the details of the people who were looking after the new allotments at Jubilee Drive.   
05 Planning. No Planning Applications Received. 
06. Bus Shelter – Clee View
Cllr.R. Honeybourne stated that she had received concerns about the Bus Shelter at Clee View. Following discussions it was RESOLVED that additional glazing be added to the Shelter. Clerk to put work in hand 
07. Royal British Legion – Poppy Appeal Donation. £250.00 RESOLVED to donate. 
08. LEADER Funding  - Clerk informed the Parish Council that they had been offered funding from the LEADER programme but no official documentation had yet been received.  A meeting with Mr.P.Bamford from Shropshire Council is to be held on Thursday 3rd of November for the formal offer to be explained.   In the original application from the Parish Council it was stated that the Parish Council would put the £4926.82 from the Neighbourhood Fund towards this project. Clerk confirmed that she had an email from Hayley Deighton to confirm that it would be in order for the Parish Council to use the fund for this proposed.  Parish Council RESOLVED that to do this.  Revenue and Resources Committee to meet with Mr.Bamford to look at the LEADER offer.  
10. Shropshire Councillors Report – D.Tremellen 
Cllr.Tremellen reported as follows:-

“November tends to be the time when “reports” are prepared ready for wider “consultation” in December, so the dearth of information is even more pronounced than usual. There are a couple of noteworthy events, but they are both repeats of reviews of certain Council systems, Scrutiny and Planning, in the case of the latter whether or not to reduce the number of planning committees from three to two, or even a single committee - this is the third time of trying for planning. Scrutiny has been reviewed once before and went nowhere, but this time might be different because following the recent visit by the Independent Remuneration Panel, Shropshire Council’s scrutiny system was judged to be failing in terms of “holding the executive to account”. No surprise there, then.

One thing that few people are aware of has been the impact of voluntary redundancies on the Council’s ability to run an efficient planning department. South Shropshire alone lost 40% of its experienced senior planning officers, the impact of which has been two-fold:

1. Increased pressure on remaining staff to handle an increasing workload due to an increase in applications resulting from government’s relaxing of planning restrictions,

2. Many of the officers who left have joined the staff of local land agents.

New staff have been recruited but nowhere near enough to get - and stay - on top of things, finding themselves being directly challenged by ex-Shropshire Council senior planners, many of whom were instrumental in drafting the Authority’s planning policies, so if anyone knows where the cracks are, they will! As an example, the agent for the Woodhill Road estate was the ex-Shropshire Council planning manager who was instrumental in drafting and putting the numbers to the county’s 5 year housing land supply, that critical figure which determines whether the National Planning Policy Framework takes precedence over Local Plans and the wishes of the local community. So, any effective review of our planning system has not only to reduce the costs inherent in the present three-committee system but ease the pressure on our planners whilst doing so. Back in 2013, I presented a report to this council that argued for a retention of the three committee system. I’m now inclined to argue for at most two committees, whilst harbouring a preference for a single committee for reasons too complicated and sensitive to go into here. If you want to know more then read my blog, which was started in order to address the more complex issues, the details of which can’t be fully explained in a single page and which would consume too much time at one these meetings  “
11. Finance 
	N.Power
	Street Lighting
	2,463.97

	Eon
	Street Light Repairs – Vicarage Lane
	112.46

	Eon
	Street Light Repairs – Redstone Drive
	112.46

	Post Office Counters
	Tax & National Insurance
	49.26

	M.E.Preston
	Salary
	841.91

	T.Preece
	Bus Shelters
	16,267.20

	M.E.Preston
	Petty Cash
	30.00

	Royal British Legion
	Poppy Appeal Donation  (137)
	250.00

	
	
	

	
	
	


Meeting closed 8.45pm.                               
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